
 

 

Superintendent’s Report       August 25, 2014 
 

Grants Won by Staff 

The North Boone Educational Foundation awarded grants to Emily Wykes, Kelly Lough and Nick 

Augustine.  We have also heard that WalMart will be funding the PGE One School One Book program 

this year and that Andy's Books for Kids will be providing each PGE student with a book this year as 

well.  

 

The Belvidere Area Chamber of Commerce also provided the district with school supplies to share with 

our students in the most need.  

 

Pre-School Program 

Our pre-school program at Capron was named to the Silver Circle of Quality after an audit by an ISBE 

contractor.  

 

Beginning of the Year 

New teachers began on August 13 with orientation for assistants on August 14.  All staff returned on 

Friday, August 15. The schedule from the district in-service on Friday is attached. The staff met as grade 

level groups on Monday.  Students started Tuesday. We had a number of new students join us at the last 

minute along with a number of students who left without telling us ahead of time.  

 

AP Course Data 

Our overall success rate is up from about 16% to about 31% as to the number of students who earned 3 

or above on the exam. In total, this year, students took 124 exams and 17 received 4s on the exams. I 

believe that is most likely a record. Attached is Heather Walsh's complete review of our Advanced 

Placement Results for the 2013-2014 School Year. 

 

AYP 

We have not yet been provided AYP data and there is some confusion over whether or not it will be 

provided for the FY 2014 Year. Going forward AYP will be replaced with Growth Targets for each 

school.  

 Will be unique to each school 

 Based upon reducing half of the percentage of students who are not proficient by 2020 

 Multiple Measure Index (MMI) 

 Outcomes (graduation rates) 

 Achievement in ELA and Math 

 Progress over time (Growth) 

 Context: school climate, course offerings and additional indicators (bilingual students, 

vocational certification, etc.) 

 Reportable subgroup size reduced from 45 to 30 students 

 

 

 

 



Changes to State Assessment Programs 

The ISAT and PSAE exams have been replaced as anticipated by the PARCC exams. Students in grades 

3 to 8 will now take the PARRC exam in two pieces: 

 PBA (Performance-Based Assessment) – 75% point 

 EOY (End of Year Assessment) – 90% point  

Tests will be given in ELA and math for each. NBHS students will take end of course exams tied to  

 ELA III  (English III)  

 Algebra II  

National Career Readiness Certificate earners will also be considered for high schools, but the details 

haven't been completely fleshed out. ESL Students will no longer take the ACCESS exam but the 

PARCC and DLM. DLM (Dynamic learning assessments) will also replace the previous IAA system for 

some special needs students.  

 

We can continue to provide the ACT and WorkKeys exams for juniors in March at no expense to the 

district or the students. We would like to provide the students with the opportunity to take the ACT.  

 

Attached are documents explaining the new NCLB waivers and the new ISBE assessment system. 

 

 

 

ECRA Student Growth Data 

ECRA is working on reviewing the fall to spring growth for the 2013-2014 School Year. We are still 

working with ECRA to complete individual teacher data reports.  

 

Grade  Subject  Test  Benchmark  Growth  

5 Reading ISAT 66% 0.02     
7 Reading ISAT 66% -0.07     
4 Mathematics ISAT 67% -0.25     
5 Reading Spring MAP 67% 0.27     
7 Mathematics ISAT 67% -0.07     

7 Mathematics Spring MAP 68% 0.27     
5 Mathematics ISAT 72% 0.20     
10 English Winter PLAN 73% -0.12     
7 Reading Spring MAP 77% 0.11     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ACT Scores 

The reporting of ACT scores changed last year to include those students on untimed testing and with 

other accommodations. Those scores had not previously been included into the total published for each 

school. Excluding the 11 students who were provided accommodations we calculate a score closer to 

20.9 for 2013. We haven't calculated that score yet for 2014.  

 

SY English  Mathematics  Reading  Science  Composite  

2010  20.6  18.7  20.7  20.1  20.2  

2011  21.2  19.5  21.1  20.3  20.7  

2012 21 20.1  20.7  20  20.6  

2013*  18.7  18.5  19.4  18.9  19  

2014*  18.2  19.1  19.7  19.4  19.3  

 

 

Additional Staffing 

We have two additional requests for staffing. One from Jeff Carr for a second accounting clerk to 

provide additional support as well as duality in business office roles. Currently each of the business 

office staff has one area of focus and no backup. So the routine duties of payroll, transportation and 

accounts payable/insurance are all done by a single person with no backup for vacations, job changes, 

etc. Additionally, the transportation assistant also has to provide clerical support for special education. 

One of the reasons the previous payroll clerk gave for leaving was the inability to take a two week 

vacation because of the need to do payroll every other week. Additionally, due to the current volume of 

work during the software transition, the amount of overtime the district is spending at the business office 

is similar to the cost of another employee.  

 

The second request is for a second nurse for the main campus from Lindsay Abbeduto for the 

NBMS/UE. She has a number of students who require specific medicines, etc. during the day and it is 

difficult for Mrs. Sager to manage three buildings at the same time when most of the needs come at the 

same general time of the day.  Together these requests would add an approximate $54,000 to the 

tentative budget.  

 

 

 



 

Payroll 

I met with the Morrissey Agency about two weeks ago to discuss the concept of having them complete a 

payroll audit for us. As we have been moving to SunGuard, a number of items continue to rise to the 

surface that need to be addressed systemically. Their proposal is attached.  

 

 

Enrollment  

In your folders on Monday, you will have an up to date enrollment sheet as of Friday, but we are 

currently about five students below last year's October 1 enrollment number. The number of students in 

grades K-4 and 9-12 are up. We continue to have a small group in grades 5 to 8. Last year we have 510 

students in grades 5-8 and this year we have only 475.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2014 Institute Day 
August 15,2014 

North Boone High School 
 

7:30  Breakfast Janice Burmeister 
 
8:00­8:45 All Staff 

Superintendent’s Welcome Dr. Baule 
Introduction of New Staff Principals 
 

 K­4 5­8 9­12 SPED STAFF Teacher Assistants 
8:45­10:15 Evaluation  Domain 

4 
(Kristi Crawford & 

Matt Klett) 

Social Studies 
Scope and 
Sequence & 
Academic 
Vocabulary 

(Lindsay Abbeduto) 

Inclusion 
(Paula Kluth & 

Melissa Geyman) 

With Grade Level 
Group 

Succeeding with Difficult 
Students 

(Sheri White, NIA) 

10:15­11:45 Inclusion  
(Paula Kluth & 

Melissa Geyman) 
 

Evaluation Domain 4 
(Kristi Crawford and 

Matt Klett) 

Academic 
Vocabulary 
(Jake Hubert, 

Heather Walsh and 
Dale Purvis) 

With Grade Level 
Group 

Succeeding with Difficult 
Students & Instructional 

Strategies 
(Sheri White, NIA) 

11:45­12:30 NBEA NBEA NBEA NBEA NBESS 
12:30­1:15 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
1:15­3:00 Social Studies 

Scope and 
Sequence 

(Bridget Belcastro 
& Erin McCrystal)  

Inclusion 
(Paula Kluth & 

Melissa Geyman) 

Evaluation Domain 4 
(Kristi Crawford and 

Matt Klett) 

With Grade Level 
Group 

Instructional Strategies: 
Modification and 
Adaptations 

(Sheri White, NIA) 

 
 
 
   



2013-2014 AP Score Summary 

During the 2013-2014 school year, 104 students were enrolled in AP Courses.  Of those, 96 (55-Seniors, 

25-Juniors, 28-Sophomores) took AP exams.  In 2012-2013, 108 students were enrolled, in which 70 

students took a total of 83 exams.  A total of 124 exams were administered in the following areas: 17 in 

Calculus AB, 5 in Chemistry, 30 in Human Geography, 12 in Literature and Composition, and 60 in 

Psychology.  In 2012-2013, 83 AP tests were administered.   

AP tests are scored on a 1-5 scale as follows: 5-Extremely Well Qualified, 4-Well Qualified, 3-Qualified, 2-

Possily Qualified, 1-No Recommendation.  

A total of 96 NBHS students took a total 124 AP exams during the 2013-2014 school year.  This year, we 

had (17) 4’s, (21) 3’s, (34) 2’s, and (52) 1’s.   

AP Calculus had a total of 17 students take the exam.    Of those 17, there were (3) 4’s, (2) 3’s, (3) 2’s, 

and (9) 1’s.  The average score in 2013-2014 was 1.941.  The average Illinois score was 2.97.  Comparison 

scores from 2012-2103 are not available as the class was not offered in 2012-2013.   

AP Chemistry had a total of five students take the exam due to the fact this was the first year of the 

course, and the exam was optional.  Of those 5, there was (1) 2’s, and (3) 1’s.  The average score was 

1.941.  The average Illinois score was 2.79.  

AP English Literature and Composition had 12 students take the exam.  Of those 12, there were (2) 3’s, 

(8) 2’s, and (1) 3’s.  The average score for AP English Literature and Composition went up by .31 in 2013-

2014.  The average score in 2013-2014 was 2.0 compared with the average score of 1.69 in 2013.  The 

average Illinois score is 2.75.  

AP Human Geography had a total of 30 students take the exam.  Of those 30, there was (4) 4’s, (9) 3’s, 

(7) 2’s, and (10) 1’s.  The average score was a 2.23.  The average Illinois score is 2.75.  Comparison scores 

from 2012 are not available as the class was not offered in 2012-2013.   

AP Psychology had a total of 60 students take the exam out of the 72 enrolled in the course due the fact 

this was the first year of the course, and the exam was optional.  Of those 60, there were (10)4’s, (8) 3’s, 

(15) 2’s, and (27) 1’s.  The average score in 2013-2014 was 2.01.  The average Illinois score is 3.29.  

Comparison scores from 2012 are not available as the class was not offered in 2012-2013.   

North Boone had 38 students score a 3 or higher in one or more exams, which is roughly 31% of the 

students.  In 2012-2013, 16% of students scored a 3 or higher.  This is a significant increase from 2012-

2013.   

To improve scores and to ensure that students are correctly placed in AP courses, beginning with the 

2014-2015 school year, we used benchmark data to place students in their academic classes.  Students 

who qualified for enrollment based on the results of our EPAS assessments, MAP test scores, and course 

prerequisites were selected to enroll in AP courses for the 2014-2015 school year.   



The AP Program offers several AP Scholar Awards to recognize high school students who have 

demonstrated college-level achievement through AP courses and exams.  This award is granted to 

students who receive scores of 3 or higher on 3 or more AP exams.  North Boone High School did have 

three students earn this honor this year.  The students are Joseph Mroczenski, Brandan Oates, and 

Tanner Synove.     
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